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appointed place/'   For all the smoothness of his voice it was plain
that he was not pleased.

Nor was Gangakhar Sastri. He was in a very bad temper. He
had conceived plans of his own with regard to Maud, which, if they
had nothing to do with his political ambitions, had been pleasant to
contemplate: and Maud had been taken from him. He had intended
to use her brother for the furthering of the Great Conspiracy, gain-
ing great credit thereby: and her brother had gone chasing off to
Bareilly, not only in pursuit of Maud, which would have been bad
enough, but in pursuit of Shalini, which was worse. Why, he had
reflected bitterly, must men mix up women with politics, forgetting,
illogically enough, that he himself had been guilty, at any rate in
intention, of a somewhat similar crime. He had been instructed,
had indeed desired, to- hold a watching brief in Delhi where the
Mohammedan side of the Mutiny was gaining the upper hand too
rapidly to suit the Brahmins: and he had found himself compelled
to go to Bareilly in person to bring Westerne back.

A reconverted renegade might have the most serious repercus-
sions : and this renegade had flung his broken promise in his face
and stalked savagely out of the room. So that he was forced to
report failure to the one man in India whom "he regarded as his
superior.

Further, he was stout of body and soft of flesh, and the long drive
from Delhi, the heat, the bad roads, the indifferent accommodation
had told on him heavily. And now, when at last he had reached
his goal, the Mahatma was closeted with men who showed no signs
of moving. He did his best to ensure their departure.

" I have words for your ears alone."

" Thou canst speak in the accursed tongue." Biji Rao shot a
quick, keen glance at the two sowars. " Knowest thou the language
of the Feringhis?"

Kuna'ji Lai broke into a strong denial, which had the merit, rare
in that conversation, of being very'largely true. Any attempts on
the part of the native troops and officials to learn English was
strongly discouraged: : it was supposed, for some not very obvious
reason, to lessen the prestige of the white officer.

Delacey contented himself with shaking his head, but his heart
leapt within him. Now at last he might hear something worth
hearing: as indeed he did, if not at all in the fashion he anticipated.

Biji Rao accepted the denials, turned to his fellow Brahmin.
"Why art thou come?" he asked in English, perfect save for the
whining accent.

" The white man of whom I spoke has come to Bareiily : to follow
a woman. The woman who seduced him to our cause,"